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Can Ranchers
Hold On?

‘Extreme’ Drought Leaves Ranchers
With Toughest Conditions In Their History

his drought isn’t just going to affect farmers and
ranchers. It’s going to have a very quick impact on
restaurants, retail stores, landlords, and banks. This
is a full-blown crisis.’

— Congressman Chet Edwards‘T
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‘Peace Action Texas’
Active In Crawford

Bush ‘Greatest Terrorist’, Says ‘Day-O’ Singer

Houston ISD Ties Teachers’ Pay To Test Scores

Former NSA Employee Admits Being Whistleblower

Robertson Eats Crow Over Sharon Insult

MEMBERS OF PEACE ACTION TEXAS Karen Hadden and Lon Burnam orga-
nized the annual meeting, Planning for Peace, at the Crawford Peace House.

— Staff Photo By Deborah Mathews

CRAWFORD — Members of Peace
Action Texas held their annual meeting,
Planning for Peace, in Crawford on Sat-
urday, Jan. 14, at the Crawford Peace
House.

Part of the agenda reviewed possible
2006 projects, which included building ca-
pacity and sustainability to have the

“power to effectively address coming is-
sues — Iran, Iraq, nuclear reactor re-
search, elections, restoration of civil and
human rights.”

Organizer and member of Peace Ac-
tion National Karen Hadden explained
that the meeting helps to “move toward
a more peaceful world.”

CARACAS, Venezuela — Activist
Harry Belafonte, 78, known for record-
ing The Banana Boat Song (“Day-O”) in
the 1950s, heavily criticized President
Bush on Venezuelan television and ra-
dio early last week and voiced support
for Venezuelan leader Hugo Chavez’s
government.

“No matter what the greatest ty-
rant in the world, the greatest terror-
ist in the world, George W. Bush says,
we’re here to tell you: Not hundreds,
not thousands, but millions of the
American people . . .  support your
revolution,” said Belafonte, who sup-

ported the late Rev. Martin Luther
King Jr. before recently becoming a
UNICEF goodwill ambassador.

Chavez said he backs the social justice
efforts of blacks in the U.S. and Venezu-
ela and urged his government to prevent
discrimination.

Belafonte’s delegation included actor
Danny Glover, the Princeton University
scholar Cornel West, and Dolores Huerta
of the United Farm Workers labor union.
For six hours on Saturday, the delegation
met with Chavez, who blames Bush for
attempts to overthrow him. The U.S. de-
nies any connection.

TEL AVIV, Israel — After condemna-
tions from Christian leaders, President
Bush, and Israeli officials, Religious
Right broadcaster Pat Robertson apolo-
gized last week saying that Israeli Prime
Minister Ariel Sharon’s stroke was God’s
punishment for moving Israelis from the
Gaza Strip.

Robertson said in a letter hand-deliv-
ered to Sharon’s son, Omri, that the 77-
year-old Sharon is a “kind, gracious and
gentle man” who was “carrying an al-
most insurmountable burden of making
decisions for his nation.”

“My concern for the future safety of
your nation led me to make remarks
which I can now view in retrospect as in-
appropriate and insensitive in light of a
national grief experienced because of your
father’s illness,” the letter continued.

“I ask your forgiveness and the forgive-
ness of the people of Israel,” Robertson
wrote.

This apology was quite a different tone
than the televangelist’s damning insinu-
ation the day after Sharon’s stroke when
he said that God was punishing Sharon
for not helping to fulfill an prophecy for-
mulated by the Religious Right to return
Jewish sovereignty over Israel.

“God considers this land to be his,”
Robertson said on his show “The 700
Club.” “You read the Bible and he says
‘This is my land,’ and for any prime min-
ister of Israel who decides he is going to
carve it up and give it away, God says, ‘No,
this is mine.’”

As of Friday, the Israeli government
was still “outraged” by Robertson’s re-
marks, despite the letter of apology.
Robertson and his financial resources
have also been shunned by those associ-
ated with a proposed complex in Israel
that plans to house a communication net-
work to broadcast live from the Holy
Land.

WASHINGTON — Russell Tice, a 20-
year veteran of the National Security
Agency, admitted to ABC News last week
that he is the whistleblower quoted in
THE NEW YORK TIMES the agency wants
silence.

Tice said his job required him to spy
on conversations around the world
through “special access programs” or
“‘black world’ programs and operations.”

However, Tice now believes that some
of these operations violated the law, and
is ready to reveal to Congress his knowl-
edge of the illegal activities the Defense
Department and the NSA ran after 9/11.

Tice said that he disagreed with Presi-
dent Bush’s insistence that only a small
number of Americans were spied upon

without warrants. The full range of the
secret NSA program could be millions
of people inside the United States, Tice
said.

Tice said he told the agency he was the
whistleblower the day the TIMES’ story
broke. The NSA took away Tice’s secu-
rity clearance in May 2005, but Tice re-
futes the agencies reason (“psychological
concerns”) for his dismissal.

Tice said he wasn’t worried about re-
percussions.

“As far as I’m concerned, as long as I
don’t say anything that’s classified, I’m
not worried,” he told ABC News. “We
need to clean up the intelligence commu-
nity. We’ve had abuses, and they need to
be addressed.”

HOUSTON — Teachers working in
the Houston Independent School Dis-
trict must now focus on their stu-
dents’ state and national test scores
or risk not receiving as much as
$3,000 in bonus pay.

The Houston school board by a
unanimous 9-0 vote accepted the pro-
gram last week, even though a num-
ber of teachers complained that the
plan was unfair to those teachers who
are not eligible for larger bonuses
and pits teachers against one another
unnecessarily.

Each level of the three tiered scale
is tied to a possible $1,000 in bonuses.
The levels include all teachers that
work in schools rated acceptable or
higher, teachers that increase stu-
dent improvement on standardized

tests based on nationwide perfor-
mance levels, and reading and math
teachers whose students perform bet-
ter than others in the district.

The teachers’ union complains that
the plan over-stresses performance
based on test scores. The district su-
perintendent, though, says the plan
will be changed as warranted and that
he will try to increase teachers’ base
pay.

Teacher base pay in the U.S. is usually
based on their experience and education.
Houston teachers start at about $36,000
a year. About $45,000 is the average sal-
ary in Houston’s district.

Houston isn’t the only one in the na-
tion to do so, though it is now the larg-
est  d istr ict  a f ter  Denver ’s  to
implement such a policy.
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BY DEBORAH MATHEWS
ASSOCIATE EDITOR

CRAWFORD — With the drought situ-
ation being considered “extreme” by the
state and federal meteorological agen-
cies, Texas farmers and ranchers are
facing some of the toughest conditions
in their history. Cattle prices have begun
to drop, hay is gone, crops are lost, and
there’s no end in sight. Without some
kind of relief from the government, local
ranchers speculate that all cattle will
“cease to be in Texas.”

Droughts are normal parts of all envi-
ronments, and as such, they have
plagued all agriculturalists. True
drought has been defined as 75 percent
or less of the average yearly rainfall.
Moving from East to Far West Texas, this
occurs from 16% to 45% of the time.

The lack of hay in the state has
reached desperate levels. What little hay
is still available in Texas carries a price
tag that is triple the normal. With the
only hay available being nearly used up
and prohibitively expensive, ranchers
are looking to producers in other states.

Historically, Oklahoma has been a
good source of hay for Texas buyers. Fac-
ing similar drought conditions, even the
protein rich alfalfa Texas ranchers an-
nually purchase from Oklahoma ranch-
ers is drying up.

Now the Texas cattlemen are having
to search farther north for the precious
commodity, and are facing the
unaffordable cost of shipping. Without
some sort of governmental intervention
or assistance, a countless number of
farmers and ranchers will be forced out
of business.

USDA has declared the area to be in
an disaster designation, with McLennan
County as the primary county. Farmers
and ranchers in Bosque County can go

to the local Farm Ser-
vice Agency (FSA) of-
fice and apply for
long-term, low interest
loans.

These loans can then
be used to purchase ad-
ditional pasture for
grazing, hay, and other
necessary products.
However, without rain

in the very near future, “We’re just tilting
at windmills,” said Director of Public Re-
lations of Texas Farm Bureau Gene Hall.

“At this point, there are no grants
available and I don’t know of any federal
programs that would transport hay, but
we’re going to keep asking,” said Con-
gressman Chet Edwards. “Federal pro-
grams are limited. A loan might carry
them through the tough times.”

Recognizing the urgent need of the
crisis, Edwards is lending his support to
some creative ideas. Local officials have
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Mother Nature’s weight-loss
program for cattle is resulting in
a premature rush to market for

some producers.

Dry ponds spot the countryside in Central Texas.
— Staff Photo By Deborah Mathews

begun looking at other alternatives for
shipping, examining the possibility of the
rail system.

Logistically, the concept may be diffi-
cult, but ultimately cheaper than truck-

ing. The problem with
“dead heading” (return-
ing to the home state
with an empty truck) is
solved, along with the
high priced diesel. Put-
ting the hay on the train
cars is doable.

“Maybe there’s a
chance there’s some
unutilized capacity in

the rail system,” said Congressman
Edwards. “We’re certainly going to inves-
tigate it. We need to do whatever it takes
to tide our good producers through these
tough times.”

“This drought isn’t just going to affect
farmers and ranchers,” said Edwards.
“It’s going to have a very quick impact
on restaurants, retail stores, landlords,
and banks. This is a full-blown crisis.”

Agriculture is the second largest in-
dustry in the state, generating $80 billion

for the economy annually. Conditions now
are forcing ranchers to sell young cows
at reduced prices. While Texas and Okla-
homa ranchers struggle with the
drought, ranchers elsewhere are expand-
ing using proceeds from high cattle
prices, industry sources said.

Livestock Marketing Information Cen-
ter agricultural economist Jim Robb said,
“From a nationwide
perspective, in the cur-
rent state, the drought
is not going to cause
much of a disruption. If
the drought expands
and persists through the
spring then it is going to
be an issue,” he said.

Conditions locally
have reached the point
where ranchers are willing to “do what it
takes” to get what hay there is for them-
selves. A variety of sources indicated that
ranchers who have worked side-by-side
for a number of years are demonstrat-
ing that a handshake isn’t binding any-
more. Working under that premise, hay
is shipped in and then not distributed

Chet Edwards
Gene Hall

Jim Robb

according to agreed terms.
“We’re working to get disaster assis-

tance from the Federal government. That
is what we’re set up to do,” said Hall. “The
deficit situation being what it is, it’s a
tough road.”

“While the Federal government can
never guarantee a profit for every farmer
and rancher every year, I do think there
is a proper role for the government to
help provide a safety net for family farm-
ers and ranchers, when you have disas-
ters that were not caused by bad decision
making,” said Congressman Edwards.
“The problem now is that the disaster
assistance is limited to the loans.”

According to Edwards, “This is a seri-
ous, serious problem that will affect all
of Central Texas.”

According to executive vice president
of the Texas and Southwestern Cattle
Raisers Association Matt Brockman, the
severity of the situation is not restricted
to McLennan, Bosque, and surrounding
counties, but the majority of the state.

“Whomever takes on these things is
going to have to have the resources to
assist tens of thousands to hundreds of
thousands of producers,” said Brockman.

“Freight is a commodity just like hay,
just like grain, just like gasoline — what-
ever the solution is, it’s
going to be a huge chal-
lenge. It is a monumen-
tal task, and I applaud
those who try it,” said
Brockman.

“Numbers are higher
than normal for Octo-
ber, November, and De-
cember,” he continued.
“The cattle sold in auc-
tion markets during
those three months
eclipsed the number from the previous
year. We had 1.5 million in 2005, versus
1.3 million the year before for the same
three months. Already we have felt the
impact of this drought.”

“The impacts of this disaster are be-
ing felt across a large section of this state,
particularly in Central Texas, but also in
Northeast Texas,” he explains. “TSCRA
(Texas and Southwestern Cattle Raisers
Association) has been in almost constant
dialogue with the Secretary of Agriculture’s
office, Senator Hutchinson, Senator
Cornin, Congressman Henry Benea, and
other congressional offices, making them
aware of the extent of the problem. I fully
expect that by next week, a plan will come
together to get some financial assistance
down to producers in the state.”

“We’re a trade association that’s on a
pretty tight budget,” said Brockman.
“The leadership at TSCRA is worried sick
over this situation and we’re going to
keep at it until we get something down
here to our producers.”

Matt Brockman
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Enron Lawyers Fail
To Prove Prosecutor
Misconduct: Judge

HOUSTON — The lawyers for Enron
Corp. founder Kenneth Lay and former
CEO Jeffrey Skilling failed to prove
claims that the prosecution threatened
critical witnesses which allegedly dis-
rupted their trial preparations, accord-
ing to U.S. District Judge Sim Lake.

Attorneys for Lay and Skilling have
claimed for a few months that the pros-
ecuting attorneys told witnesses that if
they talked to the defense teams, they
could be indicted. The prosecutors deny
such accusations.

In September, Lake notified witnesses
in letters that they were free to engage
with the defense without problems.
Though he also said he would be available
to meet with witnesses if needed, no one
approached him to discuss the matter.

Skilling is charged with 35 counts of
fraud, conspiracy, insider trading, and
lying to auditors. He allegedly conspired
to make investors believe Enron was per-
forming well when in fact the company
cooked its books before collapsing in
December 2001.

Lay is charged with seven counts of
conspiracy and fraud. He allegedly con-
tinued Skilling’s cover up after the CEO
resigned. Both submitted not guilty
pleas.

Medicare Drug Program Blindsides Pharmacists
NEW HAVEN, Conn. — Pharmacists

in Connecticut were blindsided last week
by the new Medicare prescription drug
plan for seniors, according to Margherita
R. Giuliano, executive vice president of
the Connecticut Pharmacists Associa-
tion.

“Pharmacies knew it would be bad, but
not this bad,” she told the Associated
Press.”I don’t think anyone recognized
the cost to the pharmacists of this in time
and money.”

The program, which began on Jan. 1,
has caused pharmacists to scramble to
help confused seniors with their insur-
ance plans, fill medication orders out of
their own pockets, and sort out the loads
of insurance plans. Time to fill prescrip-
tions now takes about 45 minutes when
it used to take three to five minutes,
Giuliano said.

Critics say these problems stem from
the pharmacists being shut out from the
program’s planning, not trained accord-

ingly, and unable to use a broken Medi-
care website to identify plan members.

The U.S. Centers for Medicare and
Medicaid Services (CMS) said through a
spokeswoman that the pharmacists’

problems are mainly due to “a late surge
in enrollment.” The private plans have
been ordered to upgrade their Internet
servers to a higher capacity, she said.

The new law prohibits pharmacists
from aiding consumers choose the best
drug plan for them; however, pharma-
cists can hand out telephone numbers for
plans to seniors.

“In reality we’re not legally bound to
fill prescriptions that are not paid for. But
are we going to turn down a 90-year-old
woman?” said pharmacist Frederick
Vegliante, 77.
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— Editorial —
Starving The Golden Goose
There’s a full moon out tonight.
And its menacing beams are shining

on Central Texas agriculture.
The next 30 days will tell whether

ranches in the Lone Star State will be-
come bereft of beef, or whether the over-
seers of America and our state awaken
to do what’s right for their neighbors,
and, ultimately, themselves.

The problem is the lack of a commod-
ity called hay that, coupled with a stretch
of dry weather, has forced many area
ranchers to prematurely sell off their
herds.

Although a Harvard economist might
argue to “let supply and demand take
care of itself,” this unique situation could
have far-reaching, negative conse-
quences.

Perhaps no occupation in America is
as important as agriculture, or as diffi-
cult. You’ve got to have brains, brawn,
and guts to be a rancher....not to mention
tenacity, faith, and the courage to
gamble. Outguessing the tantrums of
Mother Nature comes with the territory.

But the drought is taking its toll, and
the answer of reason is being ignored.

Why?
The powers that be are too busy poli-

ticking and fighting among themselves
to listen to the heartbeat of America.

For instance, at the federal level pub-
lic money has been wasted to perform a
kangaroo inquisition on a potential Su-
preme Court justice. This money could
have gone for something more impor-
tant, the delivery of hay.

At the state level, “suits” are frolick-
ing over the countryside to again do lip
service about fixing school finance in or-
der to create an illusion of “progress be-
ing made.” After all, this is an election
year and the previous dismal failings
don’t buy votes.

The state is squandering money on a
would-be Trans-Texas Corridor that no-
body in his right mind wants.

In short, too many of our elected offi-
cials are blind to the real values of our
state, as the waste continues.

The bottom line is this:
Texas ranchers have been weathering

the drought as best they can, but it has
gone on and on — day after day after
week after month — and now, the ability
of ag producers to hang on is becoming
critical. Without rain, their seasonal
grasses are not coming up and their
storehouses of hay are becoming vacant.

Hay, if you can find it, is selling for
double or three times the usual market
price, which is simply not affordable to
most ranchers. Unfortunately, it is a com-
modity ranchers must have to provide
the necessary roughage for healthy
cattle.

The result for many has been the ra-
tioning of hay, which means cattle are not
up to weight standards. Some are liter-
ally starving and are being cut from
herds to be sold.

Some ranches have estimated that this
drought has already set them back three
years and some are ready to close up
shop, for good.

In several of the northern central
states, hay is plentiful and available for
transport to Texas. But due to exorbitant
fuel costs, it is not deemed cost-effective
to ship it this far south.

There is a disconnect between hay that
is sorely needed and available hay that
is at a distance.

The practical answer would be for gov-
ernment and ag associations to find a
way to ship the hay to Texas and offer it
to ranchers at the usual costs, $40-$45
per round bale.

Call it a subsidy, a grant, or an invest-
ment.

But definitely call it an emergency, for
it is.

Why not ditch the Trans-Texas Corri-
dor and put a smidgen of those funds to-
ward this endeavor? Ditch costly, wasteful
hearings and do what’s right by our ag in-
dustry. Quit wasting money for “politics as
usual” and do something tangible.

Some might consider this a hand-out,
or pork, but it’s not. This situation is like
any other disaster, for it will uproot fami-
lies from their homes and, worst of all,
could disable an important, positive arm
of our Texas economy, not to mention life-
times of hard work and sacrifice down
the drain.

One of those lost special sessions of the
Texas Legislature would have paid for
this, as would a thousand other special
interest initiatives that robbed Texas tax-
payers of precious dollars during the past
few years.

Take note! We did not elect true con-
servatives to state office. We elected po-
litical rapists who called themselves
conservatives because that’s what they
thought we wanted to hear.

Now is the time to hold their hands to
the fire, for this is of extreme importance.
“Powerless to do anything” is not an ac-
ceptable answer.

In Texas, agriculture touches every-
thing. If ranchers go broke, it impacts the
cities where they trade. Land values go
down, products no longer exist, and in-
novations that are an important part of
the equation are less likely to happen.
School kids are at risk of losing FFA and
4-H experiences that should be ex-
panded, not inhibited. The price of food
goes up. The availability of food goes
down. We all lose.

So here we are. The clock is ticking.
Our cattle orchards are drying up.
Ranchers are continuing to direct to the
sale barn cattle they would otherwise
keep, knowing that it would normally be
the wrong thing to do.

While state officials slither under a
rock to ride out this year’s black blizzard
of winter, the ranchers wait, and struggle,
and calculate, and wait, hoping for a rain-
bow, knowing that any rain that falls will
likely be too little, too late.

But if only they could get the hay.
It might buy them enough time to see

this through. It might save their ranches.
This disaster is happening right now,

right here. We have the tools to stop it.
Why don’t we?

— W. Leon Smith
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If I Was Governor Of Texas

In Response To Border Problems:
Fences Are Made For Climbing

No, don’t worry. I’m not running. But I
do encourage those who are running to
plagarize my ideas.

Assuming that I had a slam-dunk
Texas House and Senate behind me,
ready to sign off on my thoughts, this is
how I would run the state.

First, I would demand that every
elected official shed his or her party af-
filiation, break ranks with the party or-
ganization, for it is now no longer the
party that they serve. It’s the citizens of
the state. If they disagreed with this proc-
lamation, they could take it up with me
in the street.

Next, we would trim useless, over-
suboptimized agencies by 50 percent and
increase agencies in need of growth by
25 percent.

Then, after cleaning up much of the
mess already in place, for instance, deep-
sixing the Trans-Texas Corridor and the
TAKS test, and not cooperating with the
federal No Child Left Behind program,
the new approach would be toward tan-
gible results, with emphasis on the word
tangible.

Don’t get me wrong. School districts
do need to have standards, but there are
ways of getting there minus terrorizing
students and faculty. We need to again
have it so that those who teach, can.

Perhaps what rankles me the most
about the current education system is its
teaching to students allegiance and wor-
ship to gaining the Almighty dollar over
development in students to create some-
thing they can be proud of. In these days
of creationism vs. evolution, which do you
think the Almighty would prefer? I tend
to think it would be following creative en-
deavors as opposed to following the dol-
lar. Teaching to the test does nothing to
promote creative thought.

Several things in “Smith’s plan” would
go into play simultaneously, and, mind
you, some of this is definitely outside the
box.

First, I would think of Texas as an in-
dependent country. Oh, we would still be
part of the United States and help them
out some, but Texas’ diversity has the po-
tential of putting us well above the curve,
so the mindset would be Texas First. I
think this is the way my forefathers
would have wanted it. When my great-
great-great-great grandfather, the Rev.
Abner Smith, came to Texas in the early
1800s to start a multitude of churches, I
think he saw this potential, as did his
younger brother, Erastus “Deaf” Smith
(my great-great-great-great uncle), who
played a key role in Texas’ independence
as a favored scout and spy for Sam Hous-
ton. Their input into the history of the
state reminds me of some words on a
poster in my office: “Texans never really
change, because Texas, after all, is more
than a place, it is a state of mind.”

That said, how do we deal with some
of the current problems?

Let’s take three of them and roll them
into one big solution.

• Illegal aliens from Mexico.
• School finance.
• Energy and agriculture.
Several years ago when I ran for the

office of state representative (and lost),
one of my ideas was the creation of a cen-
tral education fund, where new money
would be funneled to devise a super fund
that would eventually do away with
school property taxes statewide and for-
ever solve the question of how to fund
education. Had I won and this plan been
enacted, there would be no school prop-
erty taxes in the state today. Education
would be supported without any new
taxes of any kind. But it didn’t happen.

So current legislators keep looking at
the same old taps that leave Texans hold-
ing the bag, such as constantly tweaking
sales taxes and property taxes.

Messing around with sales taxes is
problematic in that changes cause re-
gressive results. Once sales taxes are in
place, it’s best to leave them alone. Busi-
ness people become accustomed to the
rates and how they impact their own in-
dividual markets. Changes can be dev-
astating.

There’s a similar problem in altering
property taxes. Personal budgets thrown
out of sync sometimes take years to cor-
rect.

The key here is to skim off  “new
money,” from the get-go.

When the central education fund was
first proposed, a major source of the
“new money” would have come from
transactions dealing with home equity
loans, allowed at that time by newly
passed legislation. Here, the state could
have skimmed income off new loans to
go toward the education fund without
damaging that which was already in
place. But it didn’t happen, a lost oppor-
tunity.

Later, I suggested to lawmakers that
they might consider creation of a rainy
day fund that I called the Texas Income
Loan System, whereby the state would
“borrow” money from members of the
civilian labor force with a small amount
withheld from salaries and use this
money to grow the central education
fund. This would count federally as a
small income tax that could be written
off federal taxes by the individual, but
would actually be a loan to the state that
the payee could get back if he or she be-
comes unemployed for any reason, in-
cluding retirement. In this case, the
payments would be repaid to them at a
rate of about $1,000 a month until all is
paid back, interest free. It would be a
safety net for the worker plus a way to
grow a principal basis on which interest
could be raised by the state. In essence,
it would be a tax that’s not a tax. With 94
percent employed and six percent unem-
ployed, the payback is much less than
what is coming in. This still might work,
to some degree.

But to make a substantial difference
would require “new money.”

Let’s jump outside the box.
Here, you will need to dump, at least

temporarily, some preconceived notions
and biases.

Let’s say the state began allowing the
growth and harvesting of hemp, and, in
fact, took it over as a state-owned enter-
prise. Hemp is an outlawed crop since it
is where marijuana comes from. But it is
also a crop that would be perfect for use
in bio-diesel fuel. It can be used in the
manufacture of paper products (produc-
ing more product per acre than trees), is
softer and stronger than cotton for fab-
rics, and has a vast multitude of other
uses, even as food products.

The state would eagerly develop bio-
diesel production as a state-owned enter-
prise. Instead of having oil companies
control prices, bio-diesel would belong to
the state. Farmers would grow hemp and
sell it to the state-controlled industries.

Service stations would be established
throughout the state, in every city, for the
dispension of bio-diesel. The state would
embark in establishing automotive pro-
duction facilities, much like Detroit, but
the cars and trucks would be geared ex-
clusively to bio-diesel.

The state would also begin building
paper mills and other production facili-
ties, to exploit by-products of hemp and
bring in even more money.

These production facilities sponsored
by the state would be located near the Rio
Grande border.

Instead of building a wall to keep
illegals out, the state would welcome
them into one of a few newly created
“colonies” or “cities” near the produc-
tion facilities and hire illegals to work
there. Illegals could also work for farm-
ers and ranchers elsewhere in the
state, provided permission from the
state was granted and a small fee to the
state paid.

Currently, some farms and ranches
hire illegals on the sly. This would make
it legal, only it would be regulated and the
state would see some compensation from
the process.

Overall, the state would also get a cut
on all bio-diesel products, all hemp prod-
ucts, and the new industries created.

The Rio Grande border would be con-
trolled by electronic surveillance, the
idea, though, being that if illegals are en-
couraged to come to Texas to work (for
less than normal wages, which they are
eager to do), they would naturally come
across the border at the correct loca-
tions, to be registered and become “le-
gal” illegals.

They would have to live in one of the
new “colonies” when they first arrive and
if they want the benefits of citizenship
which would lend application to federal
and state laws regarding compensation,
they would have to pass the appropriate

tests. Illegals born here would have their
citizenship automatically corresponding
with their mother’s.

Monies derived from this exercise
would in large part go toward the central
education fund, with the purpose being
the ultimate dissolution of school prop-
erty taxes statewide. A side advantage
would be cheaper fuel, with profits going
to the state to pay for things we need,
such as education and infrastructural
improvements in our cities and in our
counties.

If the state chose to do away with pos-
session of marijuana as a crime, this
would vastly reduce costs in operating
some of our prisons. In fact, some grades
of prisoners could be utilized at the bio-
diesel and associated factories.

Anyway, this is my plan, in a very com-
pact, undetailed nutshell. Every element
can be expanded upon.

The exploitation of this plan, or one
very much like it, would result in a gi-
gantic financial boon to agriculture, en-
able much greater control of the illegal
alien problem, bring wealth and jobs to
the state, and correct school finance,
saving citizens considerably in taxation
and fuel costs, plus it is pro-environ-
ment. It is a plan with a future, utilizing
“new money.”

After reading this, you may be think-
ing, “Thank God, he’s not running for
Governor.”

The point is this.
We must think outside the box to im-

prove our state, and win-win consider-
ations are allowed.

Texas has within itself the ability to
become truly independent, with its own
eco-system.

On one hand, you can strive for tangible
results, or, on the other, you can simply
sit back and graze while being continu-
ously taxed to death with no improve-
ments to show for it.

This legislative proposal would be
extremely humorous if it wasn’t such a
touchy and significant issue.

The resolution for illegal immigration
by building fences across the border be-
tween the U.S. and Mexico is ludicrous
and racist.

Don’t forget that this resolution is be-
ing brought to you by the same admin-
istration that supported the equally
absurd resolution to Americans as pro-
tection from chemical attacks by terror-
ists — to wrap our houses in plastic
using duct tape! Now there’s an intelli-
gent resolution for you!

With thinking like that from the Bush
Administration we can see how an in-
ferior management system aids na-
tional insecurity.  Honestly, what
thinking person could EVER listen to
advice from such leaders? Answer: Un-
fortunately, quite a few!

This reminds me of the 1950s men-
tality of having children in American
schools practice hiding under their
wooden desks to protect them from a
nuclear attack! More intelligent think-
ing — BTW, doesn’t wood burn under
extreme heat?

The idea to fence-in America as pro-
tection from illegal Mexican immi-
grants reeks of the World War II racist
mentality here within this nation that mor-
ally and physically destroyed so many Japa-
nese and German American families.

But wait, I just had a thought: Maybe
the idea to build the fence along our
borders originated with a legislator

who owns a fencing company?
There is no doubt that illegal Mexi-

can immigration is a volatile, urgent is-
sue that needs some intelligent and
expedient resolutions, but building a
fence along the borders? Only an idiot
would consider that approach! Well, we
certainly have a lot of idiots at the
Washington Capitol — no shortage
there, folks.

Isn’t it time we get rid of most of
those idiots so we can start resolving
the urgent World and National issues
in a more productive, intelligent and re-
ality-based manner?

Peter Stern of Driftwood, TX is a po-
litical writer well-known and pub-
lished frequently throughout the Texas
community and nationwide. He is a
Vietnam-era Disabled Veteran and
holds three post-graduate degrees.

While a lifetime member of the Re-
publican Party, he does NOT support
the party’s current platforms, philoso-
phies and actions. He maintains he is
an “intelligent” Republican with a
conscience — a minority branch of the
ruling party. You may contact Peter
Stern at: <pstern@austin.rr.com>.
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Becoming Irrelevant
As Uncle Hugh used to say, “It ain’t

agin the law to forget a man to death.”

For every action there is an equal and
opposite screw-up.

Vacuum cleaners get rid of more dirt
than brooms, but straw won’t damage
your hearing.

Boxing gloves cut down on facial inju-
ries, but nobody would hit an opponent
hard enough to do dain bramage with
bare knuckles. Not more than once, any-
way, unless you wanted to finish the fight
with knuckles the consistency of Malt-
O-Meal.

Improving football pads and helmets
turned them into weapons.

Freeways move us from place to cem-
etery faster.

Alexander Graham Bell was the cra-
ziest man who ever lived, so he invented
a device that drove everybody else just
as crazy.

And privacy is replaced with a me-
chanical siren song of your favorite tune
beckoning a whole population that needs
to talk with nothing to say.

The British Empire thrived until the
invention of faster transit and commu-
nications.

Back when messages from England
took weeks to reach New Delhi, Hong
Kong, or Singapore, officers of the Em-
pire in those places made most of the
decisions.

By the time they got orders from the
home office, the issues were usually
moot.

With airplanes, telegraphs and radios
came immediate interference from
those who’d never been to New Delhi,
Hong Kong, or Singapore, and knew
squat about the problem.

But the Indians, Chinese, and Malays
did.

That’s the Empire upon which the sun
never set now needs Grow Lights.

So Pollyanna had it only half right.
God’s in his heaven . . . and he’s got a

sense of humor.
And the joke’s always on us.
So you see, things will always work

themselves out in time.
Like a nail in your foot.
Thus we lead in to the story of the

week:
Jim Sulkers had his life automated.
The Winnipeg native had his condo-

minium payments and his bills automati-
cally deducted from his bank account.

A multiple sclerosis victim, his pension
check was sent to his bank via direct de-
posit.

All the functions of his day-to-day were
so carefully managed that for two years,
nobody noticed that he was dead.

His mummified remains were found in
his bed last week.

His only relatives, cousins, had been
in town a few months ago for a wedding.

They went by for a visit, but left when
they knocked on his door and got no an-
swer.

Nobody home.
Anybody who called got no answer, so

they just left a message on the machine.
The condo reps, when a neighbor

asked about him, said as long as the bills
were paid, they didn’t worry about it.

Neither did anybody else.
It’s hard to imagine a life so empty as

to be entirely irrelevant, even to the bill
collector.

And, brief as this may seem, that’s it
for this week, friends.

When you battle the mindless voice at
the supermarket or automatic checkout,
when you get everything from fundamen-
tals to frills to thrills from the anonymous
void’s online wishbook, when your life
doesn’t even need you any more, remem-
ber Jim Sulkers.

And the price we pay to live in an age
so automated it doesn’t really matter
whether you live or die.

Ben Franklin’s 300th Birthday

Benjamin Franklin

Ben Franklin, who was born Jan. 17,
1706, is one of our most important but of-
ten overlooked Founding Fathers. He’s
immortalized forever on the $100 bill. And
he’s known by every school boy and girl
for his “Poor Richard’s Almanacks” and
his experiments with kites. But as former
TIME magazine managing editor Walter
Isaacson showed in his 2003 book, “Ben-
jamin Franklin: An American Life,”
Franklin just may have been the most in-
dispensable and most multitalented of
the men who made America.

Brilliant, charming, gregarious, toler-
ant, witty and wise, Franklin was an in-
ventor, printer, philosopher and civic
do-gooder with an eye for the ladies who
was involved with every aspect of the
Revolution — from the writing of the
Declaration to the diplomacy in France
that brought the money, men and ships
we needed to win our independence.

To mark Franklin’s 300th birthday and
get a better appreciation of a great man
who reflects — and in fact invented —
many of our best national qualities, here
is a reprise of a 2003 telephone interview
with Isaacson, who is now president of
the Aspen Institute.

Q: Shouldn’t Ben Franklin almost
own the title of “Father of Our Coun-

try”?
A: Yeah, and the “Grandfather of Our

Country” as well. He was a generation
older than most of the Founders, but he
was the wisest of them all. And he was
the one who instilled in America the no-
tion of religious tolerance, compromise
and a feel for real democracy.

Q: Of all his many accomplishments
— he was scientist, an inventor, a
statesman, a printer, a musician, phi-
losopher, an economist ….

A: If he had to pick one, he would pick
printer or publisher. At age 16 he became
a printer and in his last will and testa-
ment, at age 84, it begins, “I, Ben
Franklin, printer….”

He liked being in the media. He liked
being a publisher and an editor. He felt
that the free flow of information was in-
dispensable to both tolerance and de-
mocracy.

So even though he was a great scien-
tist and a great diplomat and a great
statesman and a political leader, he took
pride in the fact that he was a shopkeeper
who wore a leather apron and believed
in middle-class values.

Q: What do you think his greatest ac-
complishment was, in terms of help-
ing to create the American character?

A: There’s a little anecdote I like to
tell, which was when Thomas Jefferson
wrote the draft of the Declaration of
Independence. He writes the sentence
“We hold these truths to be sacred and
undeniable” and Franklin uses his heavy
printer’s back-slashes to cross those
words out and to replace them with, “We
hold these truths to be self-evident.”

So Franklin insisted that our country
was founded on rights that derived from
reason, rather than from religion. And
that we were not a religious theocracy.
We could all be religious, but be tolerant
of other people’s religions. I think the no-
tion of religious toler-
ance was his most
important contribu-
tion.

Q: How is Franklin
a product of his age?

A: He was the first
leader of the Enlight-
enment period that
was flourishing by the
end of the 18th century.
The Enlightenment
believed in reason, ex-
periment, tolerance,
and it helped shape
what this nation be-
came. He was born in
Boston, which was a
fervent Puritan theoc-
racy, but he helped
bring the values of the
Enlightenment to America.

Q: Did he create as much as reflect
the American ethos — that passion for
freedom and common sense and all
that self-reliance stuff?

A: He talked about running away from
being an apprentice to his brother be-
cause he had an aversion to tyranny. He
said “that aversion to tyranny has stayed
with me my whole life, and that’s what
made me an American.”

Q: What would he think of today’s
world?

A: He would be happy that America is
a democracy based on middle-class val-
ues and respect for the common citizen.
He would not like the religious fanaticism
that threatens the world. And he would
not like the extreme partisanship that we
have in America sometimes.

Q: If he ran for president, could his
personal life and his ideas pass mus-
ter with the media today?

A: Well, he was involved in many elec-
tions. If we think the press is scurrilous
today, in the elections in the 1760s, when
he was running, they took after his per-
sonal life — all sorts of pamphlets and
newspaper articles about his love for
younger women and the fact that he had
an illegitimate child all were very much

publicized.
He didn’t mind that. He admitted he

had an illegitimate child. He raised the
child and he shrugged off all the attacks
on his private life.

Q: What kind of character did he
have? Was he a good, decent man?

A: He had basic middle-class virtues —
honesty, frugality, industry. He had a
simple creed, which is that the best way
to serve God is to do good by your fellow
man. He lived by that. He was deeply gen-
erous, deeply philanthropic, and he did
more to help his community and fellow
citizens than any other person of his time.

Q: That includes fire
departments, stoves
— practical things.

A: Yeah. He created
the first fire depart-
ment, the first lending
library, a militia, a dis-
cussion club, insurance
societies — all of these
things.

Q: Would he be con-
sidered brilliant?

A: Franklin was very
wise. Secondly, he was
very ingenious and in-
ventive. And his intelli-
gence was also
reflected in how articu-
late and what a great
writer he was. He was
considered both witty

and wise, which were the two most im-
portant components of intelligence back
then.

Q: What party would he belong to
today?

A: I’m not sure. He very strongly op-
posed partisanship. He believed you
could always find common ground and
look at the evidence and see what poli-
cies worked without being unduly parti-
san.

He was very populist, but also he was
conservative in the sense that he didn’t
believe in welfare. He thought that that
would lead to dependency and laziness.

On the other hand, he believed in
volunteerism and he didn’t believe in ex-
cess wealth. So he’d be a Democrat in
that he was very much in favor of the es-
tate tax, but he’d be a Republican in that
he was very skeptical of government
handouts and welfare.

Q: What would he think of the coun-
try today, with the size and scope of the
federal government and the tax bite of
all levels of governments?

A: He would be upset, because he ba-
sically believed in citizens’ volunteerism
and populist government, but not in big
spending, especially on welfare.

Continued On Next Page
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Somewhere, There’s A Soviet Satellite Hurtling Toward My TV

Abramoff Family Values, Part Two

After getting the kids to bed last night,
my wife and I settled onto the couch for
some much-needed down time only to
find that our television was having trans-
mission problems — beginning with the
remote. My wife is the only one in our
family qualified to operate it. Being a
male, the longer I fool with it the further
I revert along the evolutionary scale,
until I’m reduced to beating the remote
on the coffee table like a chimp trying to
open a Superball.

That’s usually when my wife informs
me I’m not pushing the right buttons,
which is a direct contradiction to what
I’ve been told at various points through-
out our 15-year marriage. Regardless, on
this particular occasion, even the “great
wizard” was having problems with get-
ting the remote to work. I know this be-
cause she kept moving closer and closer
to the TV while pushing a mystical se-
quence of numbers and buttons that, if
not effecting our television, were surely
reprogramming the coordinates of a So-
viet satellite somewhere.

Finally, as she stood fiddling with the
remote less than six inches away from
the screen, I politely asked if she
wouldn’t mind reaching over and turn-
ing on the television. Now, until you’ve
been hit by a flying remote, it’s hard to
appreciate its practical application as a
weapon. I now carry one at all times,
comforted by the knowledge that — be it
would-be thug or rogue television — I
have the means to handle the situation.

After getting a cold compress, I re-
turned to find the TV screen, though on,
now resembled an Etch A Sketch.

“I think it’s the antenna,” my wife said,
immediately disregarding other possible
scenarios I suggested, like the aforemen-
tioned Soviet satellite taking out the lo-
cal transmitter.

“No, I really think it’s the antenna,” my
wife insisted. “You should wear a coat.”

As much as my wife is the master of
the remote, I am the master of the TV
antenna — an extremely advanced, V-
shaped assemblage of metal bars
mounted to an 18-foot pole attached to
the side of our house. Aside from hang-
ing our ceiling fan, it is my greatest tech-
nological achievement.

Only I know where to slide aluminum
foil, which wire to jiggle, and how much
duct tape is needed to keep the pole from
swinging when it’s windy. Without me,
every station would look like old reruns
of The Outer Limits. Which is why, when
my wife yelled “That’s perfect!” before I
had a chance to do anything, I did what
any husband desperate to hold on to his
only sliver of leverage would do.

That’s right. I shook that pole until

there was enough static on the screen to
suck the sweater off a sumo wrestler.

“Hey! What happened to the picture?”
“Give me a minute. You know how this

process is. It’s a very exact science,” I
reminded her.

After some duct tape, an adjustment of
the foil, and a couple of jiggles, I got the
picture back.

“What was the problem?” my wife
asked when I came back in.

“It’s hard to explain. Very compli-
cated,” I said, and removed my coat. “But
I got it working again.”

As we dimmed the lights and settled back
onto the couch, my wife smiled at me.

“Thanks for doing that,” she said softly,
then snuggled closer and whispered:
“But if you ever again make me miss the
first 10 minutes of my favorite show by
shaking the antenna, we’re getting
cable.”

(You can write to Ned Hickson at the
Siuslaw News at P.O. Box 10, Florence,
OR. 97439. or visit his weblog at
www.nedhickson.net.)

Last week, I wrote about the illegal
dealings between indicted Houston Con-
gressman Tom DeLay and indicted Re-
publican lobbyist Jack Abramoff.
Abramoff ’s ties to other Texas Republi-
cans are, so far, some of the least ex-
plored back-slappings in this whole torrid
affair. Rest assured, Lone Star State of-
ficials have plenty of green blood on their
hands.

John Cornyn, former Texas Attorney
General turned Republican Senator, has
some good friends in the Christian Coa-
lition. Ralph Reed, director of the reli-
gious group, is a longtime Abramoff
associate. Their relationship stretches
back to Abramoff ’s time as president of
the College Republicans, where Reed
served as his lieutenant.

Between 2001 and 2004, Abramoff
worked as a lobbyist for the Louisiana
Coushatta tribe in a concerted effort to
stop rival casinos from cutting into the
Coushatta’s Texas customers. Along with
ex-DeLay associate Michael Scanlon,
Abramoff paid Reed “consulting” fees to
lobby Cornyn, urging him to shut down
Tigua and Alabama-Coushatta casinos in
Texas. Emails linking Cornyn, Reed and
Abramoff were released in November of
2005 as part of the Department of Jus-
tice investigation into Abramoff ’s deal-
ings.

In a 2001 email to Abramoff, Reed
claimed “We have also choreographed
Cornyn’s response.” Once the Texas ca-
sinos were closed and boarded-up,
Abramoff and Scanlon convinced the
bilked tribes to pay nearly $4.2 million for
lobbying to get their gaming centers re-
opened. Sen. Cornyn played a valuable
role in Abramoff ’s scheme to play both
sides of the issue and rob millions from
these tribes. “I think we should budget
an ataboy for cornyn [sic],” wrote Reed
in a Jan. 7, 2002 follow-up email to
Abramoff. The lobbyist then contributed
$1,000 to Cornyn’s campaign, the maxi-
mum allowed by law.

While all of this horse-trading was
afoot, Abramoff ’s associates were busy
convincing his beneficiaries that their
bids were safe and sound. Scanlon, the
first of Abramoff ’s partners to plead
guilty, appeased the Louisiana tribe by
invoking his influence on the Religious

Right via Reed. Scanlon’s most famous
quote in the matter comes from an email
which was introduced into evidence dur-
ing Senate hearings. According to official
records, Scanlon told the Louisiana
tribes “[We will] see that the Christian
WACKOS [sic] would vote it down.”

This, ladies and gentlemen, from a self-
proclaimed, born again Christian and
longtime servant of the Republican Party
who was instrumental in DeLay’s efforts
to illegally redistrict the Texas voting
map. That particular scheme sliced sev-
eral Texas Democrats out of Congress
and lumped small groups of minorities
into districts with predominantly white
Republican voters. Scanlon’s remarks
are nothing more than a glimpse into the
murky courtship between the Republican
Party and the Christian Right. Dirty poli-
ticians love single-issue voters, and the
DeLay/Scanlon/Abramoff cabal is a per-
fect example of their religious heresy.

Interestingly enough, in the first
months of the DeLay investigation, Con-
gressional Republicans changed ethics
rules in order to stifle further probes into
his illegal practices. Several months
later, the bi-partisan panel decided to
reinstate the original ethics rules, and
the house supported the move in a vote
of 406 to 20.

Of the 20 representatives that voted to
keep the weakened rules – which may
have saved DeLay from his recent re-
moval as House Majority Leader – seven
were from Texas. District 26 represen-
tative Michael Burgess was one of the
few who pushed to keep the ethics rules
restrained and broken, thereby keeping
the Houston Congressman in power.
Democrats twice put forward plans to
strengthen House ethics rules, but on
both occasions Burgess voted to ensure
the measures never came to an up or
down vote.

After DeLay was admonished three
times by the House Ethics Committee,
Burgess donated $5,000 to DeLay’s legal
defense fund. It should not come as a
surprise that Burgess previously ac-
cepted $15,000 from DeLay’s ARMPAC
(Americans for a Republican Majority
Political Action Committee), a group that
became little more than a front and
Laundromat for Abramoff/Scanlon dol-

lars. From Jan. 1, 2004 to March 31, 2005,
Burgess voted in lock-step with DeLay
95 percent of the time. During his tenure
in congress, Rep. Burgess has been little
more than a rubber-stamp for the Neo-
Con agenda; a tried-and-true apologist
for the Bush administration and sup-
porter of restrained ethics rules.

So “Attaboy,” Texas Republicans. Keep
on drinking from the faucet of Abramoff’s
dirty money and Bush’s destructive poli-
tics. Your so-called “Wacko” vote is sure
to wake up to the fragrant aroma of truth
sooner or later. Feeling the Republican
love, my Christian brothers and sisters?

Culture of Corruption indeed.
Stephen Webster is an Investigative

Reporter and Syndicated Columnist
with The News Connection, a  Staff Col-
umnist with George W. Bush’s hometown
weekly The Lone Star Iconoclast, and a
former Contributor to The Dallas Morn-
ing News’ Science & Technology section.
For more of Webster’s musings, visit
GonzoMuckraker.BlogSpot.com.

Continued From Page 7

Ben Franklin’s 300th Birthday
Q: Do you think America has sort

of forgotten about Ben Franklin?
A: No. I think there’s a great Franklin

revival happening, because the 1990s
were a period where we lost touch with
our values, whether it was our business
values, or our political values, or our
family values. I think there is a sense
that we need to come back to stronger
values.

Q: I saw that his autobiography was
very influential. It was used in edu-
cation in the 1830s and 1840s and
1850s. He was held up as an exem-
plar of individualism and
entrepreneurialism and his autobiog-
raphy inspired Andrew Carnegie and
Thomas Mellon. What was so power-
ful about that autobiography?

A: It was the first great rags-to-riches
tale, in which a person can rise in the
world based on hard work. It inspired
Carnegie and Mellon and others be-
cause of its message of self-reliance,
but also because of its message of try-
ing to help others rise as well. Both
Carnegie and Mellon worshipped
Franklin, both in terms of his industri-
ousness and in terms of his philan-
thropy.

Q: Having seen Mr. Franklin up
close, do you like the man?

A: I like him a lot, even with all of his
flaws.

Q: Do you think he could get elected
president today?

A: I think he could because he’s such
an endearing character, and his values
are so well-grounded.

Bill Steigerwald is a columnist at the
Pittsburgh Tribune-Review. E-mail Bill
at <bsteigerwald@tribweb.com>. 
©Pittsburgh Tribune-Review, All
Rights Reserved.

Benjamin
Franklin



Wednesday, Jan. 18, 2006 — 9
www.lonestaricon.com

The Lone Star Iconoclast

On The Fence, Off Defence
I have to admit, the Judge Samuel Alito

nomination and confirmation has me on
the fence.

It’s a pretty wide fence, too; wide
enough for me to lie back and take a
snooze without falling off.

Sure, Sam’s a conservative.  A
Princeton conservative, which indicates
he may be somewhat prone to less free-
wheeling behavior than your basic sun-
dry Harvard or Yale types.

Maybe a bit more human.
I don’t get the same “pole-shoved-up-

the-backside” impression that I got from
Chief Justice Roberts.  Unlike Roberts,
Judge Alito comes across as a regular
sort of guy.

When looking at how Mrs. Alito carries
herself, she appears relaxed, dressing
comfortably and colorfully; not at all like
the stiffly formal Mrs. Roberts.  The Alito
offspring look like regular teens as well,
with their daughter even foregoing a
dress or skirt on the first day of hearings.

Mama Alito, however, may be a stum-
bling block if she holds sway over her boy.
From her comments to the press, she
seems to be a genuine Italian Mother far
more conservative than was my own
genuine Italian Mother.

For instance, my Mother was a Catho-
lic born again in middle age into extreme
Christianity.  She would never have ap-
proved of abortion – for herself or her
family.  However, as a WWII Navy veteran
Mom held a strong conviction toward the
sanctity of individual rights.  To her it
would have been abhorrent for anyone
to force his or her beliefs upon another,
i.e. to deny a woman the right to choose.
Mother Alito, on the other hand, told the
media she expected her son to vote
against abortion.

With all respect to Mama Alito, get off
of the damned abortion garbage already,
Christian Soldiers!  The point is moot!

Abortion is a personal choice.  It’s one
of those issues that have absolutely no
business wasting the time on the docket
of the Supremes, or any other court for
that matter.  The matter was settled de-
cades ago, and a minority gang of rich
male hypocrites posing as Christian zeal-
ots have no business telling the majority
of women what they may or may not do
with their bodies and lives.

In agreement with this viewpoint is Dr.
David Gill, an Emergency Room medi-
cal doctor from Clinton, Illinois.  In his
experience, he has learned that some-
times a woman’s right to choice, or the
necessity of choice, is tantamount in im-
portance.  Termination is not a black-
and-white issue for the individual(s)
concerned; there are numerous shades
of gray, which the “Right to Life” types
refuse to consider.  Plus, it is far better
to conduct any medical procedure under
proper care and conditions.

(Keep an eye open and ear to the
ground for Dr. David Gill.  He’s making
his second run this November to unseat
Hastert/DeLay lapdog Tim Johnson as
the Democratic candidate for Congress
from the ludicrously hardcore conserva-
tive Illinois 15th District.)

While such political and judicial fecal
matters are purposely tossed into the
public arena under the guise of “centers
of attention,” far more important busi-
ness of the people remains untended.

Viable living human beings in America
as well as abroad – many unwanted at
conception – barely exist in squalor or
worse, often dying of malnutrition or hor-
rid diseases.  Countless others are be-
ing slaughtered and maimed in
unwarranted hostile actions brought

about by a fraudulent, deceitful presiden-
tial regime, one that acts with dictato-
rial abandon as it utilizes side issues
such as abortion in a prestidigitatious
manner.

Meanwhile, the White House has ig-
nored our Nation’s infrastructure almost
in its entirety these five years, save that
which benefits Bush Pioneers and other
large Republican backers.  “No Child
Left Behind” is grossly underfunded,
perhaps the biggest casualty of what
Bush #43 calls “bi-partisan coopera-
tion.”  The tragedy here is our children,
and the Nation’s future, lose big time.

Despite all of Bush #43’s incessant
jabberwocky about post-9/11 security,
and the Commission’s recommenda-
tions, we have less money available for
first responders – police, fire and other
safety personnel – than during the
Clinton administration.

Young adults who need loans to go to
college have had those option minimized,
thus making it necessary for more bright
struggling students to become cannon
fodder for the oil wars.

With so many of our legal resources
busy following and harassing everyone
named Ali or Moustafah or Cat Stevens,
and Bush #43 insisting that the dreaded
devil’s weed marijuana be priority num-
ber one for law enforcement (resulting
in jails, prisons and courts that can’t
handle the volume of human lives being
subsequently ruined for being brown-
skinned or in possession of a couple of
joints), there’s nobody left to tend to real,
honest-to-God criminals.

The list of non-causes that tie up our

courts and legislatures could already
choke a python, and self-important, shal-
low individuals just keep piling them on.
I like Hillary Clinton, but what in the hell
is she thinking with re-visiting the flag
burning question?  The Supremes
settled that back in 1969 as 1st Amend-
ment protected – it was a staple of every
law course I took!

Right here in Illinois we’ve had a
couple of doozies.  A few years ago some
Italian-American doctor or professor
tried to sue HBO over “The Sopranos,”
bitching that it defamed our community.
Gimme a break!  I love the show.  The
suit never saw the inside of a courtroom.

In an ongoing legal squabble a hand-
ful of yuppie malcontents are crying
about “truth in advertising” regarding
published movie showtimes.  This phony-
baloney contest was born in a commu-
nity filled with what NEWSWEEK dubbed
years ago as the “overclass” – individu-
als who get paid way too much for the
actual societal contributions they make.

This miniscule complainant group of
self-indulgent cry babies, led by a soli-
tary housewife, wants the times of the
commercials and previews listed so they
can stay home an extra 15 minutes, just
to gyp some 14-year-old babysitter out of
a buck or so.  She claims it’s a hardship.

That way, these inconsiderate jerks
can saunter in during the first five min-
utes of the feature and aggravate those
of us true movie lovers who’ve already
been sitting there for 20 minutes.

You realize, they’re the same
schlemiels terrorizing our nation’s road-
ways while wasting excessive amounts

of fossil fuels, then double-parking wher-
ever, with eight-miles-per-gallon behe-
moth Cadillac Escalades and Lincoln
Navigators.

It’s truly sad that these folks have noth-
ing more to bitch about in their own little
universe(s) than the precise minute and
second the movie begins at the local
megaplex.  Gloriosky, when I was a kid
the showtimes were almost never listed
– theatre ads just stated “continuous
showings.”  Most of the time, when we’d
go with our Dad, we’d see the last part of
movie A, the second feature, then the
early segment of movie A (kind of like a
Quentin Tarantino film).

But these are the sheltered ones; those
who couldn’t give a damn about rising gas
prices or the state of the economy or job
security – or especially King George
XLIII’s wars, because there’s no way
their kids will ever wear any uniform that
isn’t associated with a sports team.

Back to the Court, I’m not as worried
or concerned about Samuel Alito as I was
about John Roberts.  Alito didn’t seem to
have led as strident or sheltered a life as
Roberts, and all outward appearances
point to a man who is thoughtful, gentle,
and fair-minded.

Despite all the hysteria of MoveOn.org
and the other paranoid organizations, I
honestly don’t think Samuel Alito is go-
ing to run rampantly insane and strip us
of all civil rights, nor will he be predis-
posed to turn the Executive Branch into
the Royal Bushes..

Furthermore, it’s my personal hope
that, as an Italian-American, Alito would
be more equitable in his consideration of
cases brought before the Supremes than
our current sitting Paisano Justice,
Antonin Scalia.

As we say in Italian, “Co`si, co`sa” (like
this, like that)

He’s probably about the most reason-
able option we’re going to get from Bush
#43.

Besides, during the next two to eight
years there will definitely be a swing back
to Democrats in power.  As time moves
on, other members of the Supremes will
be retiring and hanging up their robes.
We’ll get our opportunities.

Before closing, while waving bye-bye to
Smilin’ Tom DeLay I’d like to send a huge
“Thank You!” to Jack Abramoff.  Let’s
hope Jack enjoys his new position as
Heap Big Chief Vermin Clean-Up Dude
of Capitol Hill.

DAY 1,865 OF AMERICA HELD HOSTAGE –
our White House and the Executive
Branch overrun by the Karl Rove-con-
trolled Neo-con Fascist Regime.

The most patriotic act we can make in
2006 would be to take back our govern-
ment. Tell your Senators and Represen-
tative to return the Government of The
People to the people.

Impeach George W. Bush and Dick
Cheney; let’s run their entire gang out of
Washington, D.C.

(Jerry Tenuto is an erstwhile Philoso-
pher and sometime Educator.  He holds
a BS and MA in Communications from
Southern Illinois University at
Carbondale.  Depending upon your taste
in political stew, you can either blame
or thank Jerry for his weekly “Out Of The
Blue” feature in THE LONE STAR ICONO-
CLAST.)

Congressman Chet Edwards:

President Declares Texas
A Disaster Due to Wildfires

WASHINGTON, D.C. – U.S. Repre-
sentative Chet Edwards has an-
nounced that the President has
agreed to requests from Governor
Rick Perry, Congressman Edwards,
and others to declare counties dam-
aged by wildfires disaster areas. The
designation makes all counties dam-
aged by fires eligible for federal assis-
tance under the federal Stafford Act.
Edwards requested the declaration
last week for counties in Congres-
sional District 17 in letters written to
the White House and FEMA Director
David Paulison.

Edwards also requested low inter-
est loans be made available from the
Small Business Administration (SBA)
and United States Department of Ag-
riculture (USDA) for farmers whose
crops have been damaged due to se-
vere drought conditions. Edwards
commended Governor Perry and

President Bush for their efforts to aid
local communities and farmers hurt
by the severe drought and wildfires.

“When a community is hit hard by
natural disaster like wildfires, the fed-
eral government should play a role in
lending a helping hand to those who
need it and Governor Perry and Presi-
dent Bush have acted quickly to re-
spond to the needs of Texans,” said
Edwards. “The severe drought condi-
tions and low humidity in much of the
state have resulted in rapidly spread-
ing wildfires which have destroyed
homes and businesses and hurt the
farming economy. The federal govern-
ment must work with state and local
governments to protect people and
property and see that communities
receive the assistance they need dur-
ing this difficult time.”

Fire hazard conditions in Texas re-
main dangerous.
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Politicians Say, ‘We Don’t Know Jack.’

Early Oil Man Flew Skull And Crossbones

The current Washington scandal fea-
turing lobbyist Jack Abramoff is sad and
disgraceful. Fortunately, there is some
comic relief attached to the shameful-
ness. It’s fun to watch Jack’s one-time
pals distance themselves from the guy.
The rats started jumping off this ship be-
fore it even started to sink. American his-
tory hasn’t had a similar instance of
running far away from another individual
since Typhoid Mary.

I’ll bet those who depended on Tom
Delay to help get something passed in
Congress didn’t send him Christmas (or
Happy Holiday) cards this year. And
those who spent time watching the Wash-
ington Wizards play from Abramoff ’s
skybox are now saying, “I really didn’t

know Jack.”
The most entertaining aspect of the

Abramoff scandal is watching the dozens
of politicians struggle with what to do
with the money they took. Some have
decided to only keep a portion of the
money. (I guess they’re really good in

math and are able to calculate what per-
centage of the money they received was
tainted). And some are keeping the
money, saying that to return it would be
admitting that they did something wrong.
The problem with this logic is, they prob-
ably did do something wrong.

Most of them just want to get rid of the
money. But what should they do? They
can’t just leave their house unlocked and
hope that some burglars steal the right
amount of cash. They can’t just bet it all
on a horse in the hope that the nag will
lose. They can’t just throw it away in the
garbage or in a river. How would that look
on the news? And they certainly can’t
hand it back to Jack. So, what’s a politi-
cian who wants to look good supposed to

do with “dirty money?” He or she gives it
to charity.

 Although Abramoff helped raise more
than $100,000 for President Bush’s 2004
re-election campaign, Abramoff only per-
sonally donated $6,000 to the campaign.
So, the President is donating $6,000 to the
American Heart Association. I don’t know
what he’s doing about the other $94,000.

The beacon of virtue, Tom DeLay, has
said he’ll donate $15,000 to local charities.
Elizabeth Dole will give $1,000 and New
York’s Charles Rangel and Hillary Clinton
will each give $2,000 to local charities.
Dennis Hastert plans on ridding himself
of $69,000 worth of “dirty money” and
Senator Conrad Burns who refunded
$150,000 to Native American charities.

It’s nice that politicians are giving
money to charity. It’s just a shame that
their motives aren’t all that pure. Do they
really think that once they get this money
out of their bank accounts or shoeboxes,
that means that nobody will wonder why
they took the money from this guy? Were
they all so stupid or naïve as to think that
Abramoff & Company were legitimate?
Abramoff is being called, “The Man Who
Bought Washington.” But in order for him
to have bought, somebody had to be sell-
ing.

Some people feel that the press and
crazy conspiracy theorists are often re-
sponsible for stirring up scandals. The
media are accused of making a big deal
out of nothing just to have controversial
headlines to talk about. While this might
be true more than it should be, I think the
opposite is true when it comes to scan-
dals in government. We are so used to
scandals in Washington, that we tend to
ignore most of them. It takes a really big
one to get our attention.

To prove my point, I can give you an
example of something that headline-
crazed conspiracy theorists seemed to
have ignored. It was January 4th, right
before the big football game between the
University of Texas and the University of
Southern California. Retiring Supreme
Court Justice Sandra Day O’Connor
tossed the coin that decided which team
would get the ball first. And where was
Justice O’Connor born? El Paso, Texas.
And who won that coin toss? Texas. And
who went on to win the game and the
National Championship? Texas. Was all
this a coincidence or something that
should be looked into?

The prudent thing would have been for
Justice O’Connor, who was probably root-
ing for Texas, to have recused herself
from the coin toss.  I’m not saying that
she slipped in a coin that had the Texas
longhorn logo on both sides, but that was
the only side they showed the TV audi-
ence.

It was bad enough when the Supreme
Court was asked to settle a Presidential
election. But aren’t you just a little sur-
prised that nobody has investigated why
a Supreme Court justice was involved in
something as important as deciding
which football team would kick off to start
the National Championship game? Now,
that would be a fun investigation to watch
on C-Span.

Lloyd Garver has written for many
television shows, ranging from “Sesame
Street” to “Family Ties” to “Frasier” to
“Home Improvement.”  He has also read
many books, some of them in hardcover.
He writes the “Modern Times” column
for CBSnews.com’s Opinion page and a
weekly column for SportsLine.com. He
can be reached at
lloydgarver@yahoo.com

“Buckskin Joe” Cullinan arrived at
Spindletop on Jan. 11, 1901, less than 24
hours after the eruption of the Lucas
gusher, ready to bet his bottom dollar that
the bonanza would spark the biggest oil
boom ever.

The son of Irish immigrants was born
in Pennsylvania on New Year’s Eve 1860
just a few miles from the first producing
well on the North American continent.
Going to work for Standard Oil as a 22-
year-old roughneck, he climbed to the top
rung of the corporate ladder in a fast-
paced 15 years.

Cullinan received an unusual letter in
1897 from the mayor of Corsicana. A for-
tune in black gold lay beneath his sleepy
community, claimed the civic leader, but
no one had the money or the know-how
to retrieve the fossil fuel. Could the oil
executive come take a look?

On a cross-country trip later that year,
Cullinan stopped at Corsicana just to sat-
isfy his curiosity. A guided tour of the
countryside convinced the self-educated
geologist of the petroleum potential, and
he promptly canceled his West Coast va-
cation.

In no time flat, the Pennsylvanian se-
cured the financing for the first pipeline
and refining operation in Lone Star his-
tory, which he named the J.S. Cullinan
Company. His exploratory wells soon
struck pay dirt transforming Corsicana
into an honest-to-goodness boomtown.

But before enthusiastic investors could
become bona fide millionaires, their Yan-
kee benefactor had to figure out what to

do with all that crude — a monumental
challenge in the horse-and-buggy era.
Cullinan cleverly solved the problem and
opened up two brand-new markets by ex-
tolling the virtues of oil as a locomotive
fuel and dust-settling agent for dirt
roads.

To Cullinan’s surprise, his former as-
sociates at Standard Oil did not recog-
nize the potential of the Spindletop
discovery in 1901. Firmly convinced their
loss would be his gain, he built a storage
tank, bought up every drop of cheap
crude he could get his hands on and sat
back to wait for the price to rise.

Reckless drilling practices, as well as
outright sabotage, frequently sent sec-
tions of the Spindletop field up in flames.
During an especially dangerous blaze,
Cullinan asked a district judge to grant
him broad emergency powers to fight
the fire.

The hard-nosed oil man read the or-
der issued by the obliging magistrate
and snorted, “This is not enough!”

“What more do you need?” the bewil-
dered judge inquired.

“I want the authority to kill a man if
such is necessary in the discharge of my

duty,” replied Cullinan.
The order was amended on the spot

giving Buckskin Joe the power of life and
death at Spindletop. When word spread
that he could legally shoot troublemak-
ers on sight, arsonists and assorted
wrongdoers quickly cleared out.

Cullinan and a number of oilfield en-
trepreneurs merged with eastern money
lenders in 1902 to form the Texas Com-
pany. Cullinan served as president of
Texaco for 11 years, and his relocation of
the company headquarters to Houston in
1905 guaranteed the inevitable emer-
gence of the Bayou City as the oil capital
of the world.

Horrified by the wasteful methods of
early producers, Cullinan lobbied for fed-
eral regulation of the oil industry and
even went so far as to advocate price-fix-
ing by the government. He ultimately
changed his mind, however, and ended
up telling Washington in no uncertain
terms to keep its bureaucratic nose out
of the oil business.

Buckskin Joe was fiercely proud of his
Emerald Isle heritage. Every St.
Patrick’s Day he hoisted the Irish na-
tional flag over his home in Houston.

For years he also flew the Jolly Roger
atop his office building in the downtown
business district. The prominent display
of the notorious skull and crossbones
puzzled passersby and became a local
conversation piece.

Did the banner suggest that Cullinan
saw himself as a petroleum pirate? On
the contrary, the New Deal critic once
remarked, the Jolly Roger served “as a
warning to the privilege and oppression
within and without the law, the latter in-
cluding witch burners, fanatics, and the
like who fail to realize that liberty is a
right and not a privilege.”

While visiting San Francisco in March
1937, the oil tycoon was shaken from his
slumber by a mild earthquake. Fearing a
repeat of the natural disaster that re-
duced the city to smoking rubble three
decades earlier, he fled his hotel room
wearing only a pair of thin pajamas.

Buckskin Joe Cullinan caught cold in
the chilly night air. He stubbornly ignored
the minor ailment until it developed into
a severe case of pneumonia. By the time
he finally sought treatment, there was
nothing the doctors could do, and the
petroleum pioneer passed away in a Cali-
fornia hospital.

Bartee Haile welcomes your com-
ments, questions and suggestions at
haile@pdq.net or 1912 Meadow Creek
Dr., Pearland, TX 77581.
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To The Editor:
Consider this,
Professor Norman Borlaug, Vice

Chancellor, Texas A&M, and the 1970 win-
ner of the Noble Peace Prize, has been
getting a lot of press this Summer about
the great works he has been doing for
developing nations and the hungry
across the globe.

There is a great deal more information
on the NET concerning this marvelous
agricultural scientist and humanitarian
that you might find interesting, but, in
summation, we have at our Texas door-
step the single man who saved more hu-
man lives than any other person in
history!

As a former medic, cook, and someone
who has been homeless and hungry in his
life, I know without the shadow of a doubt
that if the food Americans throws away
each night could be saved and re-used,
we could go a long way in solving the hun-
ger crisis in this country and beyond.

A non-profit organization in Manhat-
tan—“God’s Love, We deliver” has done
something along these same lines for the
hungry in New York City.

All the best,
William “Wild Bill” Taylor

To The Editor:
We must band together and rein in the

power that Bush is amassing. It’s the re-
sponsibility of the senate to check the
power of the executive branch. Sadly, the
Republican-controlled senate have be-
come Bush enablers, and have done
nothing.

A good example is the McCain anti-tor-
ture legislation. Bush signed it into law
and immediately said he is the boss and
he will do what he wants, thumbing his
nose at the law.

It’s obvious Bush thinks he is above the
law, and his yes-men in congress
reenforce that belief. The Republicans
have betrayed the public trust, they are
out to take permanent control of our gov-
ernment.

The only way to save our country is
restore our two-party system, assure
balance. Our country is in grave danger.
Don’t impeach Bush, fire the Republi-
cans in 2006. If it wasn’t for the GOP-con-
trolled congress, Bush wouldn’t be able

The FCC Took My Baby Away
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to continue assaulting the middle-class,
the strength of our country.

Remember the Bush/GOP cronyism,
incompetence and deception when you
vote in 2006.

Dan Lavielle, Seattle, Washington
Dear Sir:

How many more lies will we tolerate
from George Bush and his administra-
tion?

First he told us that Saddam had
WMD, that mushroom clouds were im-
minent and we were all in great danger!

It was a lie.
Then he told us that Saddam had con-

nections to Al Quaeda. Separate investi-
gations by the 9/11 Commission and the
UN proved that to be false.

Another lie.
Jeff Gannon a/k/a Jim Guckert kept

appearing at Daily White House briefings
and lobbing softball questions. Turns out
he wasn’t a reporter at all but a male “es-
cort.”

Another lie.
Staged town hall meetings with hand

picked participants and scripted ques-
tions.

Reporters (both here and abroad)
were paid to plant favorable stories in
various newspapers.

Then Bush tells the public that he has
never spied on the American people
without a warrant.

Turns out he’s been spying on us since
2003 without any warrants.

He lied again.
How many more lies will we tolerate

from George Bush?
When will we stop swallowing his non-

sense and demand the truth?
If your friend lied as much as GW, you’d

dump him.
If your spouse lied as much as GW,

you’d divorce her.
If your employee lied as much as GW,

you’d fire him.
When are we gonna do the same to

GW? He’s lied, over and over and over
again. Time for him to pay the price for
lying to the American public — Impeach-
ment.

Its time to stop the lies.
Concetta Castro Murray, Atlantic

Highlands, N.J.

So I saw a midnight showing of Sarah
Silverman: Jesus Is Magic last Friday.

Great film.
Before the show, these two effeminate

film geeks commented about all the ad-
vertisements on the screen for churches
in the area.

I watched the slide show all the way
through, and yup, one after another, ads
for Christian churches appeared on the
screen.

So I turned around and asked the
geeks, “So where are all the ads for
mosques and temples?”

“Not in Dallas!” replied the loudest
geek.

Woo-wee! Imagine my surprise! I’d ex-
pect this kind of blackout from Rupert
Murdock’s News Corps., not from an art
house movie theatre!

In fact, I experienced censorship last

week when the use of YouTube was de-
nied from Rup’s newly acquired property
MySpace.com. (FYI, YouTube is a
website in which members can upload
homemade videos for others to see.)

In my case, I posted a pro-war video
found on YouTube to my MySpace blog
(<http://blog.myspace.com/diebenow>)
in order to ridicule those who made the
video.

The video depicted what appeared to
be two teenage boys reconfiguring an
anti-war message posted on a fence us-
ing paper cups to say “Nuke Iraq.”

Of course, since the title of the video
was “Nuke Iraq,” I had to titled my piece
“Make Sex Tapes, Not War.”

My blog post went a little something
like this:

I have mixed feelings about this “Nuke
Iraq” video.

One: “Ain’t the First Amendment
great? But will we have it three years
from now?”

Two: “Pity all the pro-war military
moms whose children died for nothing
when we could have just nuked Saddam
from the get-go.”

Three: “These guys are so stupid, I bet
they were kicked out of high school AND
the military.”

Four: “Hey guys, we only nuke coun-
tries we’re at war with. The last time I
heard Bush said we’re not at war.”

Five: “King Kong has better chance to
win an Oscar, and he’s a monkey.”

Six: “Pity the pro-war Republicans and
Democrats in Congress and the pro-mili-
tary fascists across the pond who are
whores of Big Oil. How are they going to
explain oil that glows?”

Seven: “Seven was one of Brad Pitt’s
better movies.”

Eight: “If we nuke Iraq, Iran will just
get jealous and then want us to nuke
them, and then in no time, every Middle
Eastern country will want us to nuke
them. By no means can we have that. I
mean, what kind of message will we be
sending when we actually give countries
what they want?”

Nine: “We already are nuking Iraq. It’s
called depleted uranium. Here is what
the effects of our secret nuclear war look
like:” (Here I pasted a picture of victims
of depleted uranium.)

Ten: “Make sex tapes, not war.”
FIN
At first I thought that Rup’s move was

just corporate-sponsored censorship,
which is certainly not befitting of an
American democracy.

But later, I learned that he removed
YouTube to pave the way for a News
Corps.-controlled website that offers free
video downloads.

I guess the “marketplace of ideas” is
more about the market than the ideas,
and that only those who have the access
to the market have the privilege to con-
trol the ideas.

What’s worse is that Microsoft recently
shut down a Chinese national’s blog be-
cause the Chinese government told Bill
Gate’s firm to do so.

Turns out no one is safe from corpo-
rate-controlled speech, not pro-war mili-
tarists, not even communists.

Will someone tell the FCC to bring my
free speech back and put an end to these
Big Media oligopolies?

INFO
Dieb’sRCI Blog
<blog.myspace.com/diebenow>
Sarah Silverman
<www.jesusismagicthemovie.com>

Officials To Be In Waco This Friday To
Sign Up Area Seniors For New Drug Plan

MCC Dance Company
Ranked Second In Nation

WACO — The McLennan Community
College Dance Company has been
ranked second in the nation by the Na-
tional Dance Alliance.

MCC’s competition video placed sec-
ond behind Tamagawa University of Ja-
pan. The video consisted of 30-second
performances in pom, jazz, and hip hop
as well as a demonstration of technical
skills.

In 2005’s NDA national championship
competition, MCC placed second in Divi-
sion II Dance, also behind Tamagawa.

The video was compiled in preparation
of the NDA national championship in
April.

Sandy Hinton, director of the dance
company, said the 21-member squad she
has this year is one of the largest in her
31 years overseeing the team.

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Congressman
Chet Edwards has announced that the
Medicare Mobile Education Center and its
counselors will be in Waco on Friday, Jan.
20, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., at Sul Ross Senior
Center, 15th and Waco Drive, to share local,
regional, and statewide prescription drug
coverage plans that are available for people
with Medicare to enroll in, discuss prescrip-
tion drug coverage, and review costs, con-
venience, and value of each option available.

Edwards’ staff will also be on hand to an-
swer questions.

In November and December, Edwards
held town halls throughout Congressional
District 17 to discuss the new Medicare pre-
scription drug plan with seniors.

“I am glad that Medicare representatives
are out in the community increasing aware-
ness about the new Medicare prescription
drug program,” said Edwards. “It is impor-
tant for senior citizens to fully understand
all their options before deciding if the new
Medicare prescription drug plan is right for
them. My goal is to help answer seniors’

questions, clear up confusion, and discuss
ways to improve the new program.”

“These events offer people in McLennan
County and surrounding communities an
opportunity to talk one-on-one with a trained
counselor about new Medicare Prescription
Drug Coverage and how it affects you, a fam-
ily member, or other people with Medicare”
noted Edwards.

Interested people are encouraged to
bring their Medicare/Medicaid card, cur-
rent prescriptions (either on a list contain-
ing current dosages or the empty containers)
and important financial information to expe-
dite counseling and enrollment.

BACKGROUND: Beginning Jan.1, 2006,
prescription drug coverage became avail-
able to all Americans with Medicare. They
will need to make a decision soon about sign-
ing up for Medicare’s new prescription drug
coverage – and President Bush has
launched a nationwide outreach effort to
help them to make an informed decision.
Enrollment ends without a penalty on May
15, 2006.



12 — Wednesday, Jan. 18, 2006
www.lonestaricon.com

The Lone Star Iconoclast

Jazzabillies Present New CD

Texas Preservation
Conference Set For
April In Galveston

AUSTIN –– The Texas Historical Com-
mission has selected Galveston as the
site for the Annual Historic Preservation
Conference to be held April 20–22.

“Deep in the Heart of Texas, Preser-
vation Makes Cents” is a three-day con-
ference featuring seminars, workshops,
and panel discussions on preservation
issues.

One of the conference highlights is the
awards luncheon where the recipients of
the THC’s 2005 historic preservation
awards will be honored.

The conference will be held at the his-
toric Tremont Hotel.

Preservationists, county historical
commission members, government offi-
cials, history buffs, students, teachers,
volunteers, community activists, or indi-
viduals considering a career in historic
preservation are urged to attend.

Registration forms and brochures will
be available in February.

For more information, call (512) 463-
6255.

Texas Stars & Guitars Fest
Set May 27 At Lake Whitney

LAKE WHITNEY — The second an-
nual Texas Stars & Guitars Fest will be
held May 27 at Lake Whitney State Park.

Featured will be Blues, Country, Folk,
Bluegrass, acoustic music, and singing.

The event boasted 18 performers last
year and promoters hope this year’s en-
tertainment is bigger and better.

The event is open to the public and free
to all Lake Whitney State Park guests
with normal paid entrance fee.

Guests will vote for their favorite mu-
sicians and awards will be given to top
performers.

The program starts at noon.
Single and group music artist are wel-

come.
The event is open to all Texas musi-

cians, with vocal and acoustic/acoustic-
electric music only. There is no sign-up
fee.

Musicians should register to assure
venue placement.

A complete PA system, house speak-
ers, monitors, power mixer, microphones
and stands, and cables will be provided.
Musicians need only bring personal in-
struments.

The Jazzabilies and Starla Queen

LAKE OF THE OZARKS — The
Jazzabillies appear on a new CD “Show
Me” by Q-Tone Records, blending west-
ern swing, country, blues, dixieland, and
jazz into a unique style.

The band features Starla Queen,
Jimmy Queen, Scotty Henderson, and
Dave Owens.

Jimmy Queen has performed with Ray
Pennington, Ray Price, Wade Ray, Sammi
Smith, Johnny Paycheck, Ronnie Milsap,

Waylon Jennings, and others. He was
music director for TNN’s “Pappy’s
Place” and performs at various steel gui-
tar shows. Queen received St Louis En-
tertainer of the Year, Drummer of the
Year, and Band Leader of the Year.

Starla Queen, Jimmy Dean Country
Showdown finalist, has performed at
various steel guitar shows sharing the
stage with Johnny Bush and Curtis Pot-
ter.

Dave Owens has backed artists such
as; George Morgan, Wanda Jackson, Tex
Williams, Leona Williams, Ferlin Huskey,
Jan Howard, Darrell McCall, Charlie
Louvin, David Houston, Johnny Western,
Lefty Frizzell, Hank Williams Junior and
others. Owens recorded with artists
Wynn Stewart, Peggy Sue, Sonny Wright,
Sheb Wooley, Jerry Wallace and others.
Owens received Entertainer of the Year
at the Central Country News Awards, a
Grammy nominee for “Jukebox Saturday
Night,” and is a Missouri Country Music
Hall of Fame member.

Scotty Henderson, Kansas Steel Gui-
tar Hall of Fame member, appears at
steel guitar shows and has worked with
Charlie Daniels, Wanda Jackson, Hank
Thompson, and appeared on the Lee
Mace Country Music Show.

The CD features Ernie Reed on fiddle
who appeared courtesy of Mel Tillis.
Reed formerly traveled with Ray Price.

This cd has received accolades from
radio stations worldwide including: Aus-
tralia, Germany, England, the Nether-
lands, and Switzerland. Stations from
New England to Sacramento, Calif. are
playing the Jazzabillies.

 For more information, to listen to song
samples, or to purchase the new CD; go
to <www.jazzabillies.com>.


